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(ii) Location. The observer sampling 
station must be located within 4 m of 
the location from which the observer 
samples unsorted catch. Unobstructed 
passage must be provided between the 
observer sampling station and the loca-
tion where the observer collects sample 
catch. 

(iii) Minimum work space aboard at-sea 
processing vessels. The observer must 
have a working area of 4.5 square me-
ters, including the observer’s sampling 
table, for sampling and storage of fish 
to be sampled. The observer must be 
able to stand upright and have a work 
area at least 0.9 m deep in the area in 
front of the table and scale. 

(iv) Table aboard at-sea processing ves-
sels. The observer sampling station 
must include a table at least 0.6 m 
deep, 1.2 m wide and 0.9 m high and no 
more than 1.1 m high. The entire sur-
face area of the table must be available 
for use by the observer. Any area for 
the observer sampling scale is in addi-
tion to the minimum space require-
ments for the table. The observer’s 
sampling table must be secured to the 
floor or wall. 

(v) Diverter board aboard at-sea proc-
essing vessels. The conveyor belt con-
veying unsorted catch must have a re-
movable board (diverter board) to 
allow all fish to be diverted from the 
belt directly into the observer’s sam-
pling baskets. The diverter board must 
be located downstream of the scale 
used to weigh total catch. At least 1 m 
of accessible belt space, located down-
stream of the scale used to weight 
total catch, must be available for the 
observer’s use when sampling. 

(vi) Other requirement for at-sea proc-
essing vessels. The sampling station 
must be in a well-drained area that in-
cludes floor grating (or other material 
that prevents slipping), lighting ade-
quate for day or night sampling, and a 
hose that supplies fresh or sea water to 
the observer. 

(vii) Observer sampling scale. The ob-
server sample station must include a 
NMFS-approved platform scale (pursu-
ant to requirements at 50 CFR 
679.28(d)(5)) with a capacity of at least 
50 kg located within 1 m of the observ-
er’s sampling table. The scale must be 
mounted so that the weighing surface 
is no more than 0.7 m above the floor. 

(2) Requirements for bins used to make 
volumetric estimates on at-sea processing 
vessels. [Reserved] 

(3) Operational requirements for at-sea 
processing vessels. [Reserved] 

[66 FR 20613, Apr. 24, 2001, as amended at 69 
FR 31755, June 7, 2004. Redesignated and 
amended at 69 FR 42350, July 15, 2004; 69 FR 
57881, Sept. 28, 2004; 71 FR 66139, Nov. 13, 2006; 
71 FR 78654, Dec. 29, 2006] 

§ 660.320 Allocations. 

(a) General. The commercial portion 
of the Pacific Coast groundfish fishery, 
excluding the treaty Indian fishery, is 
divided into limited entry and open ac-
cess fisheries. Separate allocations for 
the limited entry and open access fish-
eries will be established biennially or 
annually for certain species and/or 
areas using the procedures described in 
this subpart or the PCGFMP. 

(1) Limited entry allocation. The allo-
cation for the limited entry fishery is 
the allowable catch (harvest guideline 
or quota excluding set asides for rec-
reational or tribal Indian fisheries) 
minus the allocation to the open access 
fishery. 

(2) Open access allocation. The alloca-
tion for the open access fishery is de-
rived by applying the open access allo-
cation percentage to the annual har-
vest guideline or quota after sub-
tracting any recreational fishery esti-
mates or tribal allocations. For man-
agement areas where quotas or harvest 
guidelines for a stock are not fully uti-
lized, no separate allocation will be es-
tablished for the open access fishery 
until it is projected that the allowable 
catch for a species will be reached. 

(b) Open access allocation percentage. 
For each species with a harvest guide-
line or quota, the initial open access 
allocation percentage is calculated by: 

(1) Computing the total catch for 
that species during the window period 
by any vessel that does not initially re-
ceive a limited entry permit. 

(2) Dividing that amount by the total 
catch during the window period by all 
gear. 

(3) The guidelines in this paragraph 
(b)(3) apply to recalculation of the open 
access allocation percentage. Any re-
calculated allocation percentage will 
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be used in calculating the following bi-
ennial fishing period’s open access allo-
cation. 

(c) Catch accounting between the lim-
ited entry and open access fisheries. Any 
groundfish caught by a vessel with a 
limited entry permit will be counted 
against the limited entry allocation 
while the limited entry fishery for that 
vessel’s limited entry gear is open. 
When the fishery for a vessel’s limited 
entry gear has closed, groundfish 
caught by that vessel with open access 
gear will be counted against the open 
access allocation. All groundfish 
caught by vessels without limited 
entry permits will be counted against 
the open access allocation. 

(d) Additional guidelines. Additional 
guidelines governing determination of 
the limited entry and open access allo-
cations are in the PCGFMP. 

(e) Treaty Indian fisheries. Certain 
amounts of groundfish may be set aside 
biennially or annually for tribal fish-
eries prior to dividing the balance of 
the allowable catch between the lim-
ited entry and open access fisheries. 
Tribal fisheries conducted under a set- 
aside are not subject to the regulations 
governing limited entry and open ac-
cess fisheries. 

(f) Recreational fisheries. Recreational 
fishing for groundfish is outside the 
scope of, and not affected by, the regu-
lations governing limited entry and 
open access fisheries. Certain amounts 
of groundfish may be specifically allo-
cated to the recreational fishery, and 
will be estimated prior to dividing the 
commercial allocation between the 
commercial limited entry and open ac-
cess fisheries. 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 68 
FR 52523, Sept. 4, 2003. Redesignated at 69 FR 
42350, July 15, 2004; 71 FR 78654, Dec. 29, 2006] 

§ 660.321 Black rockfish harvest guide-
line. 

From the commercial harvest of 
black rockfish off Washington State, a 
treaty Indian tribes’ harvest guideline 
is set of 20,000 lb (9,072 kg) for the area 
north of Cape Alava, WA (48°09.50′ N. 
lat) and 10,000 lb (4,536 kg) for the area 
between Destruction Island, WA (47°40′ 
N. lat.) and Leadbetter Point, WA 
(46°38.17′ N. lat.). This harvest guideline 

applies and is available to the treaty 
Indian tribes identified in § 660.324(b). 

[69 FR 77029, Dec. 23, 2004] 

§ 660.322 Sablefish allocations. 

(a) Tribal-nontribal allocation. The sa-
blefish allocation to Pacific coast trea-
ty Indian tribes identified at § 660.324(b) 
is 10 percent of the sablefish total 
catch OY for the area north of 36° N. 
lat. This allocation represents the 
total amount available to the treaty 
Indian fisheries before deductions for 
discard mortality. The annual tribal 
sablefish allocations are provided in 
§ 660.385(a). 

(b) Between the limited entry and open 
access sectors. Sablefish is allocated be-
tween the limited entry and open ac-
cess fisheries according to the proce-
dure described in § 660.320(a). 

(c) Between the limited entry trawl and 
limited entry nontrawl sectors. The lim-
ited entry sablefish allocation is fur-
ther allocated 58 percent to the trawl 
sector and 42 percent to the nontrawl 
(longline and pot/trap) sector. 

(d) Between the limited entry fixed gear 
primary season and daily trip limit fish-
eries. Within the limited entry 
nontrawl sector allocation, 85 percent 
is reserved for the primary season de-
scribed in § 660.372(b), leaving 15 percent 
for the limited entry daily trip limit 
fishery described in § 660.372(c). 

(e) Ratios between tiers for sablefish-en-
dorsed limited entry permits. The Re-
gional Administrator will biennially or 
annually calculate the size of the cu-
mulative trip limit for each of the 
three tiers associated with the sable-
fish endorsement such that the ratio of 
limits between the tiers is approxi-
mately 1:1.75:3.85 for Tier 3:Tier 2:Tier 
1, respectively. The size of the cumu-
lative trip limits will vary depending 
on the amount of sablefish available 
for the primary fishery and on esti-
mated discard mortality rates within 
the fishery. The size of the cumulative 
trip limits for the three tiers in the 
primary fishery will be announced in 
§ 660.372. 

[69 FR 77029, Dec. 23, 2004, as amended by 71 
FR 78654, Dec. 29, 2006] 
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